Language That Helps and Language that Hurts in a Sexual Assault Investigation
	SAY
	DON’T SAY

	The police are here now and you are safe.
	

	How are you feeling?
	I know how you feel.

	May I call you by your first name, or do you prefer that I use your last name?
	Honey, baby, sweetie or any other terms of endearment.

	Offer choices about how the interview will proceed, e.g. where would you like to sit? Would you like to have an advocate or support person with you?


	Everything is going to be all right.

Don’t cry.

You shouldn’t feel that way.

You must get on with your life.

It could have been worse.

At least you aren’t injured.

	It’s ok for you to say “I don’t know” or “I don’t remember.”
	

	I know this question is difficult to answer but I am only asking you this question to get a clear picture of all the facts.  I am very sorry about what has happened to you and I do not think that you are responsible for what happened.  Any questions I may ask regarding possible drug use by yourself and the offender help my understanding of what happened and will help me investigate and corroborate your case.
	So, how much were you drinking tonight?

What kind of drugs were you using?

Oh, maybe someone put a drug in your drink….?

	Tell me what you were feeling when he did that.
	Did you fight the suspect?

	What did you do next?
	Why didn’t you try to run or escape?

	What did he do?

How tall was he?  How much did he weigh?

What did you do or say?
I understand why you didn’t resist but I need to know what you are going to say when the defense attorney asks about it in court.
	Did he use physical force to restrain you?

Was he bigger than you?

Did you resist?



	Tell me what you were thinking at that point.
	Did you scream for help?

	Tell me more about that.
	

	I understand why you didn’t call for help that night, but I need to know what you are going to say when the defense attorney asks about it in court.
	Why didn’t you call for help that night?

	We are going to talk about the incident.
	

	We need to review this information together.
	

	I am going to write this report and then I would like for you to review it for accuracy.
	

	I have talked to many victims who have the same concerns that you do.
	

	Begin by using medical terminology, e.g. penis, vagina, etc. 
	Avoid using police terminology, e.g. digital penetration, oral copulation, etc.


